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To culminate their learning 
about college and career readiness, 
Wood Elementary students 
attended a career fair on March 
28 that was organized by Shawna 
Brake, school counselor. 

The Career Fair was an 
opportunity for the students to 
meet community stakeholders 
that work in each of the six career 
paths – health path, building and 
fixing path, helping path, nature 
path, business path and creative 
path.  

Todd Bailey and DawnElyn 
Schnieder from Central Ozarks 
Medical Center represented the 
health career path. SGT Cluff, 
SPC Mackiewicz, and SPC Wiley of 
the 763rd EOD represented the building 
and fixing career path. Mayor Luge 
Hardman of Waynesville; Janel Rowell, 
general manager of the Comfort Inn; 

Wood Elementary students learn 
about careers from professionals 

Michelle Beckley, director of training 
of the Fort Wood Hotels; Investigator 
Desch, Investigator Avens, Investigator 
Mashburn, SSG Brown and SGT Felder 

Continued on page 2

Upbeat music welcomed sixth grade 
students as they filled the seats of the 
Parker Fine Arts building in anticipation 
for the MAP Assembly. Many students 
sang together and clapped with the 
songs. Live It Award winners were 
celebrated for their leadership; the 
slogan was “Together We’re Better.” 

Several staff members performed a 
Ghostbusters inspired skit that reviewed 
test success strategies. Students laughed 
and cheered to see Principal Jamie 
Goforth, PBL Coach Connie Cromwell,  
and Reading Specialist Angel Yoakum 
come on stage costumed as the Test 
Busters. Armed with silly string, they 
combated creatures that tried to keep 
students from doing their best on the 
test. 

The highlight of the event was a 
creative dance performed by WSGC 
students and choreographed by Monica 
Vega, parent and Thayer secretary. 
Dancers dressed as zombies and danced 
to a parody of Thriller sung by teacher 

Who You 
Gonna Call? 
Test Busters!
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Photo by Ryan Thompson, Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs. Other photos by 
Wood Elementary staff. 



of the Military Police (DES) were all in attendance to represent 
the versatility of the Helping Career Path. Two representatives 
from Best Friends Animal Hospital and Mike Mitchell, 
fisheries administrative manager for the Missouri Department 
of Conservation helped represent the nature career path. Mike 
Dunbar of Security Bank represented the business career path 
and Charley Joe Kallman of KFLW 98.9 ‘The Fort’ represented 
the creative career path.

Student representatives 
in grades 3-5 helped lead 
and present each of the 
career paths to the student 
body. 

“The staff and students 
of Wood Elementary 
are very appreciative of 
the continued support 
from our community 
and the military at Fort 
Leonard Wood,” said 
Wood Principal Melanie 
Mitchell. “The students 
had so much fun.”   

Krista Madden. Lyrics were rewritten to inspire test taking best 
practices.

“A huge thank you to Angel Yoakum and her LEAD 
Assembly student team for organizing this fun event,” said 
Goforth. “Many teachers, staff, parents, and students synergized 
to make this an assembly to remember! “
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Test busters Continued from page 1

Williams Early Childhood Center’s Partners in Education 
visited with students in March. The PIE partners are 
DENTAC – the Dental Health Activity – and GLWACH-
MEDDAC -- the General Leonard Wood Army Community 
Hospital Medical and Dental Activity.



Waynesville, St. Robert, Fort Leonard Wood and state 
leaders are among the more than 5,200 officials who 
participated in a nationwide effort to recognize the impact 
of AmeriCorps and Senior Corps during the sixth-annual 
National Service Recognition Day. 

Local leaders participated in public events, issued 
proclamations, joined in service projects, and used social 
media to thank AmeriCorps and Senior Corps members for 
their service, drawing a spotlight to the value they bring to 
communities across the nation.

State Rep. Steve Lynch presented a proclamation to 
AmeriCorps members and VISTA members on Monday, April 
2, at Pick Educational and Volunteer Facility. He praised 
them for their efforts to make a positive difference in the 
community and how valuable and important they are to not 
only today, but also the future. 

Originally a work day was scheduled for April 2 at 
several sites in the community, but due to the weather had 
to be rescheduled. While they were not able to repaint the 
map of the United States and lines on the playground, Col. 
Tracy Lanier, the U.S. Army Garrison Fort Leonard Wood 
Commander, visited with AmeriCorps and VISTA volunteers 
to thank them for their service to military families and the 
greater community. 

Additional information about other local National Service 
Recognition Day will be forthcoming. 

The Corporation for National and Community Service 
(CNCS), which administers AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, leads 
this annual effort in collaboration with the National League of 
Cities (NLC), the National Association of Counties (NACo), 
and Cities of Service.

“City and county officials are leaders who – like 
AmeriCorps and Senior Corps – get things done,” said 
Barbara Stewart, CEO of the Corporation for National and 
Community Service. “Service is an American idea – it crosses 
all boundaries and has always been at the heart of what it 
means to be an American. That’s why I’m proud so many 
officials recognize the value of national service and have 
pledged their support as part of National Service Recognition 
Day.”

As the federal agency for service and volunteering, CNCS 
annually engages millions of citizens in service at 50,000 
location sites across the country through AmeriCorps, Senior 
Corps, and other programs. From preparing today’s students 
for tomorrow’s jobs, reducing crime and reviving cities, 
connecting returning veterans to jobs, fighting the opioid 
epidemic, supporting seniors to live independently and with 
dignity, making college more accessible and affordable, and 
helping Americans rebuild their lives following a disaster, 
national service members help mayors and local officials 
tackle tough problems.

To learn more about the national service programs operating 
in your community or to find out how to apply to become an 
AmeriCorps or Senior Corps member, visit nationalservice.
gov.

Chase DenDekker shares the plans for improving the 
Partridge Elementary playground, including updates to the 
map of the United States and repainting track lines.

Pictured are Col. Tracy Lanier, Barbara Mehaffey, Nadine 
Albrecht, Melissa Vernon, Jasmine Kazuma, Amanda 
Howard, Dr. Brian Henry, Hilary Bales and back row: Todd 
Whalen, Dan Deering, Sara Shelton and Chase DenDekker.

State Rep. Steve Lynch presented a proclamation to 
AmeriCorps members and VISTA members. Pictured are 
Nadine Albrecht, Jasmine Kazuma, Rep. Steve Lynch,  
Barbara Mehaffey, and back row: Amanda Howard, Chase 
DenDekker, Sara Shelton, Rey Zacarias and Megon Provart.

Local officials recognize AmeriCorps & VISTA service



Fifth graders from across the district came to Waynesville High 
School on April 3. The WHS jazz band performed for them and 
Madeline Holtzman, the music teacher at the Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center, talked to the 5th graders about joining 6th grade band.

New students at Partridge Elementary learn the 7 Habits based 
on the books “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People” and “The 
Leader in Me” by Stephen Covey in Carolyn Bryant’s LEAD 
group. 

This group consists of all students in kindergarten through 5th 
grade, who move in throughout the school year. These students 
stay in this LEAD group for 3 weeks, where they receive 

instruction on the 7 Habits, which are 
“Be Proactive, Begin with the End in 
Mind, Put First Things First, Think 
Win-Win, Seek First to Understand 
Then to be Understood, Synergize 
and Sharpen the Saw.” 

During their last week they learn 
the roles of each LEAD group and 
how they help the school using the 
habits. Finally, the students vote for 
their top three LEAD groups that they 
would like to join.

New Partridge students learn ‘7 Habits’ first

Khyanna Hamilton 
signed to cheer 
for Indian Hills 
Community College 
on Friday, April 6. 
She is pictured with 
Head Cheer Coach 
Shauna Smith and 
her parents, Shanna 
Fowler and Aaron 
Hamilton.  


